
We have extensive experience in legal issues related to the construction 
of electricity facilities, infrastructure and real estate.

CONSTRUCTION

OUR EXPERIENCE RELEVANT CASES 

MAIN SERVICES

Legal advice on construction is one of the 
main activities of our Law Firm. We 
constantly negotiate turnkey contracts, 
EPC, payment contracts based on progress 
made, whether for civil constructions, for 
hydrocarbons, electricity and 
telecommunications facilities, on behalf of 
various clients who hire (construction 
owners) or are hired (builders) in these 
terms.

Our Law Firm has as clients diverse groups 
of construction related companies, 
including owners and buyers, architects 
and design teams, engineers, contractors 
and subcontractors, construction 
companies, urban developments and 
suppliers, construction experts and 
construction supervisors.

Our construction clients have a lot of 
pressures and face signi�cant risks in each 
work from a technical and �nancial point of 
view. Our better legal advice is that the 
builder obtains the legitimate payment to 
which he is entitled, with the least possible 
litigation and at a reasonable cost. For this 
purpose, we work the legal issues, but also 
the technical and �nancial matters, 
together with our technical team, the 
client's professional team and external 
professionals.

We know international construction 
experts, which we can recommend if 
necessary. On di�erent opportunities, we 
have worked with them, by means of 
monitoring the execution of works, 
preparing claims or in construction 
disputes, especially in arbitrations.

In a process that lasted more than a year, we 
advised our client Transierra S.A. in the 
closing of the construction and services 
contracts of the GASYRG gas pipeline, a 
32-inch and 432-kilometer-long gas 
pipeline located in the southern of Bolivia 
(approximate value US$ 10 million).

We advised Ingelec S.A. in a Contract for the 
Construction of Electric Lines and Electricity 
Transmission and in a Loan Contract with 
Minera San Cristóbal S.A. and Andean Silver 
Corporation, to provide power to the largest 
mining project in Bolivia and one of the 
largest silver mining projects in the world 
(approximate value US$ 30 million).

We negotiated an EPC contract on behalf of 
our client Telemenia Ltd. to provide a 15 MW 
thermoelectric plant to the city of Trinidad, 
Bolivia (approximate value US$ 8 million).

We advised our client ABSA-INGELEC in an 
EPC contract to build the electricity 
transmission line for Barrick, in its Pascua 
Lama mining project in Chile, one of the 
largest gold mining projects in the world 
(initial approximate value US$ 60 million; 
�nal approximate value US$ 130 million).

We negotiated an EPC contract on behalf of 
our client ABSA-INGELEC to provide 
electricity, instrumentation and 
telecommunications works to CB&I in its 
LNG project in Quintero Bay, Chile 
(approximate value US$ 20 million). 
Subsequently, we worked to support the 
execution of the subcontract, preparing an 
eventual claim. Our client obtained the 

In this practice, we provide services in the 
following areas:

Tenders for construction services.
Negotiation of contracts.
Monitoring the execution of works, 
including the exchange of 
communications between the owner, the 
builder, the supervisor and the inspector.
Preparation of complaints for additional 
payments, when we act as lawyers for the 
builders.
Complaints prevention to avoid additional 
payments, when we act as lawyers for the 
work owners.
Complaints response, either for the owner 
or for the builder.
Preparation of technical and legal 
expertise.
Preparation of arbitration claims, response 
to claims or counterclaims.
Presentation of technical evidence in 
dispute.
Collection of guarantees.
Collection of penalties.
Quali�cation of damages.

A B O G A D O S
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renegotiation of its subcontract, in direct 
negotiations with the client CBI Montajes 
de Chile, a subsidiary of Chicago Bridge & 
Iron Company B.V. (approximate value US$ 
5 million).

In 2015, we participated in the �nancing 
and tasks related to the construction of the 
Los Guindos Thermoelectric Plant, a 130 
MW plant, located in Chile, which belongs 
to our client INPROLEC (approximate value 
US$ 40 million). Regarding the same 
project, we negotiated the contracts to 
incorporate as a partner to an investment 
fund of General Electric and for the 
development of the second stage of this 
project, which included the construction of 
a second generating unit (approximate 
value US$ 80 million).

We constantly negotiate turnkey 
contracts, EPC, payment contracts 
based on progress made, whether 

for civil constructions, for 
hydrocarbons, electricity and 
telecommunications facilities.



MAIN CLIENTS

Several of our clients ask us for 
construction advice, including those 
detailed below:

In the housing and real estate sector:

Grupo Empresarial Lafuente (Pahuichi, 
Techo, PILAT, Nueva Santa Cruz, etc.), 
COMVERSA, ARQGEPRO, INMOBILIARIA E 
INVERSIONES SMART SRL.

In the hydrocarbons sector:

Yacimientos Petrolíferos Fiscales 
Bolivianos, (YPFB), Petrobras (Brazil), 
Petrobras Bolivia S.A., Total Exploration & 
Production Bolivie, Repsol YPF, Empresa 
Petrolera Andina S.A., British Gas Bolivia, 
Empresa Petrolera Chaco S.A., Transierra 
S.A., Occidental Petroleum, BJ Services – 
BJ Boliviana S.A., TATCO Bolivia Ltda.

In the electricity sector: 

Empresa Valle Herm S.A., Transportadora 

Between 2003 and 2004, we gave 
assistance in an international arbitration, 
under the arbitration rules of the ICC 
(International Chamber of Commerce, 
based in Paris), initiated by the 
Harbert-Willbros Consortium, against our 
client Transierra SA, in relation to the 
construction of Section I of the Yacuiba - 
Rio Grande Gas Pipeline (GASYRG). The 
amount at issue reached US$ 30 million. 
The applicable law was the New York Law. 
We were lawyers of Transierra S.A., 
together with the �rm Fullbright & 
Jaworski of Houston, Texas.

Between 2013 and 2015, we gave 
assistance in an international arbitration, 
under the rules of the ICDR (International 
Center for Dispute Resolution - the 
international arbitration arm of the 
American Arbitration Association), 
initiated by our client INPROLEC, against 
the mining company Barrick, in relation to 
additional costs for the construction of 
the power line to the Pascua Lama Mine. 
The amount at issue reached US$ 33 
million. The applicable law was Florida 
Law. We were lawyers of INPROLEC, 
together with the law �rm Cha�etz 
Lindsey (experts in international 
arbitration), with the law �rm Trenam 
Kemker (construction experts) and with 
the �rm BRG - Berkeley Research Group 
(witnesses experts in construction).

Between 2013 and 2015, we gave 
assistance to two successive arbitrations, 
under the rules of arbitration of the 
National Chamber of Commerce, about 
the construction of the clinic of the Caja 

In a process that lasted more than a year, we 
advised our client Transierra S.A. in the 
closing of the construction and services 
contracts of the GASYRG gas pipeline, a 
32-inch and 432-kilometer-long gas 
pipeline located in the southern of Bolivia 
(approximate value US$ 10 million).

We advised Ingelec S.A. in a Contract for the 
Construction of Electric Lines and Electricity 
Transmission and in a Loan Contract with 
Minera San Cristóbal S.A. and Andean Silver 
Corporation, to provide power to the largest 
mining project in Bolivia and one of the 
largest silver mining projects in the world 
(approximate value US$ 30 million).

We negotiated an EPC contract on behalf of 
our client Telemenia Ltd. to provide a 15 MW 
thermoelectric plant to the city of Trinidad, 
Bolivia (approximate value US$ 8 million).

We advised our client ABSA-INGELEC in an 
EPC contract to build the electricity 
transmission line for Barrick, in its Pascua 
Lama mining project in Chile, one of the 
largest gold mining projects in the world 
(initial approximate value US$ 60 million; 
�nal approximate value US$ 130 million).

We negotiated an EPC contract on behalf of 
our client ABSA-INGELEC to provide 
electricity, instrumentation and 
telecommunications works to CB&I in its 
LNG project in Quintero Bay, Chile 
(approximate value US$ 20 million). 
Subsequently, we worked to support the 
execution of the subcontract, preparing an 
eventual claim. Our client obtained the 

DISPUTE RESOLUTION 
IN CONSTRUCTION

Our 
construction 
experience is 

fully 
integrated 
with our 

expertise in 
tax matters.

Taxation is part of our daily practice. We 
provide legal advice on local and 
international tax regulations, assisting our 
clients to assess the tax consequences of 
their business and identify their main risks 
and contingencies. We combine our legal 
skills with expertise in accounting, �nance 
and auditing, working jointly with 
�nancial auditors and �nancial experts of 
our sta� of professionals, who have been 
trained for at least 10 years to work 
together, giving a multidisciplinary nature 
to our professional practice.

We provide tax services in a wide range of 
sectors, including, among others, the 
construction sector.

We are constantly involved in cross-border 
transactions, having developed an 
important practice in international tax 
planning. Our professionals have 
developed knowledge of tax treaties, tax 
laws of various countries, anti-avoidance 
rules and transfer pricing.

We prepare reports and 
recommendations for our clients in all 
areas on tax, customs and related 
regulations. As a result of our practice in 
advising international clients who conduct 
relevant businesses in Bolivia and having 
actively worked in the legal structuring of 
large business transactions at all levels in 
their corporate chains, we know in detail 
the regulations and are familiar with the 
best ways to optimize the tax matters.

Criales & Urcullo also provides legal 
assistance in tax audits developed by the 
tax authorities, helping our clients to 
prepare and present documentation in 
their defense, so that they obtain 
adequate treatment by the tax 
administrations. We also have extensive 
experience in challenging and appealing 
decisions against administrative acts of 
the tax authorities (National Tax Service - 
SIN, National Customs and local 
governments, including municipal and 
departmental governments).

CONSTRUCTION 
TAXATION

renegotiation of its subcontract, in direct 
negotiations with the client CBI Montajes 
de Chile, a subsidiary of Chicago Bridge & 
Iron Company B.V. (approximate value US$ 
5 million).

In 2015, we participated in the �nancing 
and tasks related to the construction of the 
Los Guindos Thermoelectric Plant, a 130 
MW plant, located in Chile, which belongs 
to our client INPROLEC (approximate value 
US$ 40 million). Regarding the same 
project, we negotiated the contracts to 
incorporate as a partner to an investment 
fund of General Electric and for the 
development of the second stage of this 
project, which included the construction of 
a second generating unit (approximate 
value US$ 80 million).

de Salud de la Banca Privada in La Paz. The 
amount in dispute was US$ 4.5 million. 
We were lawyers of the Caja de Salud de 
la Banca Privada, with the assistance of 
international experts in the �eld of 
construction.

de Electricidad S.A., The Ingelec Group 
LLC, Ingelec S.A., Inprolec (Chile), 
Incomisa (Brasil), San Cristóbal TESA., 
Isofotón S.A. (España), Isofotón S.A. 
(Sucursal en Bolivia), PPL Global, Empresa 
de Luz y Fuerza de Cochabamba S.A. 
(ELFEC), Areva T&D S.A., Compañía 
Boliviana de Energía Eléctrica S.A. 
Bolivian Power Company Limited 
Sucursal Bolivia (COBEE).

In the telecommunications sector:

Empresa Nacional de 
Telecomunicaciones S.A. (ENTEL), from 
1998 until its nationalization by the 
Bolivian state.


